
 

Resolution by the Chatham County Board of Commissioners urging 
the General Assembly to exercise caution and to take as much time 

as needed while debating the merits of the extraction of natural 
gas in North Carolina  

 
WHEREAS, the North Carolina General Assembly instructed the North Carolina 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources to conduct a study on the 
extraction of Natural Gas and provide recommendations on the “best practices” of 
the gas industry; and 
  
WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
has released their preliminary report on the practice of natural gas drilling in our 
State and held public hearings on the report in Chatham, Lee, and Orange County’s; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the preliminary report makes several suggestions as to protections and 
practices that should be in place prior to approval of natural gas drilling in North 
Carolina; and 
 
NOW THEREFOR BE IT RESOLVED that the Chatham County Board of 
Commissioners urges that the General Assembly exercise caution, proceed with a 
disciplined and thoughtful approach protecting all citizens of North Carolina, and 
incorporate the recommendations of DENR if natural gas drilling is allowed in North 
Carolina.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED as the General Assembly and DENR move forward in the 
development of Legislation, rules and regulations for Natural Gas Exploration in 
North Carolina, that;  
 

1) The General Assembly ensure sufficient resources be allocated to adequately 
research all impacts to communities, to include; environmental, economic, 
and social. 
 

2) The goal of the State Legislation will be for Natural Gas Exploration and 
Extraction in North Carolina to be a model enterprise for other States to 
follow. 

 
3) Any legislation leading to the approval of Natural Gas drilling in NC will 

protect the environment of our State and in the event of any damage will 
require the gas industry to make all necessary repairs at the industry’s 
expense. 

 
 

4) The North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources puts 
permitting processes in place that protects our State and County. 



 

 
5) Any legislation preserve Local Government’s authority to protect the 

property rights of its citizens and the jurisdiction’s infrastructure. 
 

6) That the Legislature establish appropriate bonds and fees for the industry to 
cover the impacts that will affect our community and ensures that Local 
Governments will share in that revenue so they can continue to provide 
existing services at a high level and provide new services emanating from the 
development of the gas industry. 
 

AND, FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be delivered to the 
Governor of North Carolina, the Leadership of both houses of the General Assembly, 
as well as the Honorable Joe Hackney and the Honorable Robert Atwater.  In 
addition, copies of this resolution are to be delivered to the Mayors of all 
municipalities within Chatham County. 


